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Historic Research Paper
by Rose Cvitkovich
Chelmsford,Ontario.

The First Pioneers and The History of Chelmsford

The men who worked on the construction of the Canadian Fracific

reilroad were the first people to come to this part of the country. At
about the same time,in the year 1882, the Fraser Lumber Company began
operating lumber camps here, The men employed by them were kept busy
cutting down trees to make telegraph poles &nd track ties for the C.r.R.
These men were hard workers. They were known as lumber-jacks because
they were experienced in that trade., ;reférring the rough life in the
woods,some of them chose to settle on homesteads in this vacinity.Be-
fore any farming could be done,the timber had to be cut and the brushv
cleared. This meant a lot of work. However they were accustomed to hard-
' ships and went to work with courage and perseverence. With logs cut off
their land,they built sturdy log cabins. These homes were roughly made

but they withstood the cold weather & were comfortable.

In IBBS;tbere were about twenty families settled in this area.

Among the newcomers were the Jesuit Priests who helped the settlers with

spiritual comfort, The ,people had been accustomed to living in large

towns and at first found the going very hard ;so they turned to the good

priests and found some measure of strength in prayer. As there was no
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church in the community,mass had to be said in private dwellings but
mostly in the home of Noel relletier. Father Caron said the first
mass in Chelmsford, The home-made altar was beautifully decorated

with embroidered linens with fresh flowers in the summer. In winter

these busy women,who were expert at making paper flowers, made 1ovely
artificial flowers of bright hues & different designs ; so that the
altar always looked nice. Three of the village women who did that work
were lirs.D.Seguin, lirs.Rapheael Groulx and lirs.Clement Methe, In those
days attending mass was really a sacrifice because of the discomfoxtts
involved. Nail barrels,(kegs) with boards over them served as benches

and the people had to kneel on rough floors. A blanket hung across one

wall served as confessional.

The colony increased during the following years due tb rich
Nickel deposits found nearby. The village of Chelmsford became 2 munic-
ipality in I890. Elzear Belanger was the first merchant and had the
first post office. According to records and the parish register,there

were 76 families here by I89I.

Mr. Adolphe Hill was Chelmsfords first telegraph operator.

He was also the first station agent., lir.Hill took part in all activitties

when able to,and was liked by everyone Bor his good nature., His many

friends were grieved by his death early in 1950,
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The church has always played & vital part in the lives
of the people in this parish.It is interesting to note just how much
the early pioneers thought of it. Prior to I891,the government had
given a piece of land, to the Chelmsford district, on which 2 catholic

church was to be constructed. This land did not seem ideal for the

purpose but a building was under construction when it was burned down.
It was suspected that someone had set fire to it, but nothing could

be found to prove it.

In I89I & small church was built in the village of Chel-

msford. It measured 46' by 60'. The church bell was installed and bless-
ed in I894. By 1908 this church became much too small %o accomodate
the 294 families ; so & drive was begun to raise funds for a new and

larger building. The people co-operated whole heartedly. They subscribed
the sum of $22,0Il5. (twenty-two thousand and fifteen dollars). Those
who did not have money, gave their spare time in hauling stone from

the rock deposits %o the new site. Approximately 525 cords of stone
were hauled and later used in the construction of the new church.The
contract was given to lir.J.Quinlan of North Bay, for the sum of seven-
teen thousand,nine hundred and ninety five dollars. The corner stone
was placed dtn June 23rd.I9I2. The new church was officially opened to

- the public on Dec.2nd.l913,
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During the following years many changes werem made towards im-
proving and modernizing the interior and the exterior of the churech.
In 1937,lMr.Alfred Faniel, a renouned Belgian artist,from liontreal was
given a contract. He painted the pictures of the saints on the church
'walla and ceiling. The color scheme harmonized beautifully with the
life-size pictures,of Our Lord's Life, pobtrajyed on the stained glass
windows., Mr.Faniel died in February Of 1950 but his beauntiful work
will alweys be a reminder of his great talent.

1947 marked three important events in the chureh history.
(I) It was fifty years since the parish got its first resident priest.
from I897 - 1947,
(2) The f£inal debts of the church were paid off in full.
(3) On the 3Ist day of August.I®%7,a Snndayf othe Eucharistic Congress
of the Diocese took place in Chelmsford,

There have been two protestant ehurches in Chelmsford at omne
time,as many of the early pioneers were of English origin. The Baptist
Church burned down in the year 1909, The Anglican Chureh was duilt on
Errington Street,South, just where Duval had his bakery. When the maj=-
ority of English people moved away,this church broke up and the build-
ing was later sold and torn down.

Since then,there has been only one church in town, the St.
Joseph's Catholie Church, It is one of the nicest churches in the dist-

rict and we can truly be proud of it.
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Chelmsford became incorporated in I90I1. The firsf mayor
of this town was Raphael Groulx. lr.Groulx was very fond of music 2@d
acted as choir master in St.JosepH's Church., He also organized a music
bend of which his sons were members. They played af many ®f the com-
munity dances. One of his sons Louis is chdir mastei in the same church,
Another son liedor or Rolande teaches school in Chelmsford and gives
music lessonse

The cannon which syands on the front lawn of the rectory
or priests redidence has quite & history . It had been used in the
Papineau War,protecting the Church of St. Eustache,in Juebec,during
its bombardment. I% wa s brought from Quebec City by Doctor Gagne who
wes the first doctor to set up medical practice in Chelmsford. He died
in i906 ; so the cannon was donated %o tge church by 2 friend ofi his
lreWilliam Chouinard.'

llention should be made regarding two well knowh men who

B

‘passed away recentiy. Mr.Hughie Grattoq:ﬁheld the position of post
master of Chelmsford for twenty-five years. He held office s mayor.?
town élerk,merchant and was one of the most ardent canvasers during
the selling of the wvictory war bonds. lir.Gratton was respected and
liked by everyone in the community and district. Doctor Rodol phe
Tanguayﬂkstablished a practice in Chelmsford in I920., He remained

here for four years making rapid progress as a general practitioner,

He moved to Sudbury in I924.and became a prominent surgeon .



' "10**&1 Mm‘t Bl

) '#duwmm enu o fl.dm&m
4nou amx uw‘nnwm‘#a h&um@@ gnﬂ@

iﬁﬂ*ﬂﬁ@ &ﬂaq Qﬂ# ﬂl 16341“ 1&‘40 s!

davkﬁ &na hﬁo%aﬂjwdﬂ nk Jooﬂal

P odd al heaw mod’ b & s»
qgtnb oodauw nk adoa)awu .ﬂ

odw om-ah 103&0« vu vwﬁf‘uudony

"‘baan ol .bmq&aﬁiadu ni aa;«aam\

¥

nzﬁ &o kuakﬁz

o

i\ )
Wi R X

&

ﬁms awacvao-s o 84 xwua*m.u
ﬁﬁq&aboﬂ 1039@@
ﬁpmmm ol

i%ﬂ“ !alm"‘q

it Vi
i

,LQF: a} bb*#mogwqauf ﬂsau9J hmntamlud&)

"ﬂ*’ okam 'm Mo‘x W‘f mhc mmw.m N ".L:o‘&{‘f foaituaf asy mma daay mo'

un%mmnﬂm eaw anq&\wmdvﬂpldw‘ﬁo hm£d 

g EWQ#OG% ouw 10 nwa; unou¢ aidd mo abuxwm ds;dm T S mam
& zmn#aku 3 mdﬁup @ 24 aoua&xaﬁ

T0

jso LD T

vd douuﬂo odJ OJ bawan7b

'°$~;wdﬁﬁ-nem Awond fLlow owd unxbmauuﬁ ebhan ad blrode nokdmeld

@?if daoq 10 uaEQJQOn o blud¥ noddasl oldgeii.nl L gltnooes Qawe bosgsg
fauﬁﬁu& Q%&ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁa Faehgs J&ou pild %o ‘oo & 4w bnn dnnuavsm,ﬂmajo nWO$

.aotw#afb Hawn (JEnu:MoJ Odd iy oﬂu%%a?u wd hQﬂLI
wUSHL al bxo%umijJ i aoﬁiontq # hado

awwuua n he amaxgnﬂ

aouuwua $m9ﬁkd01q : u9ﬁowd bun.& &» mk mmmdﬂuh 03 bavom n”,,;y‘

uluqauon,wu al xmtanz 130&& aa ba&oq

nkﬂod gLoa 8Ll Yo ﬁ*l +A0068D qstnum n

uodano; ebnﬁfcv WO 1~oal oo Lodd nnﬂ

& .8406&61 O Lasr

i

Bdaolwe wa

daxﬁuv #i G gmtusawomq‘ﬁmw Haoul ¥

mom& Jn}nomu aaw 31 4 dmexhyndned adi

oy mu&éu@,#amk%y&ﬂ& yaw

1;;) J B8

aaw ouano odd oa ; 00T ald

‘;EmﬁhzuodJ'mntljlwaug

@bnnd %AW vuotolv @ﬂJ To mm!t!&a &d&

'Mm nwk qam;m.‘.m

ba{AR aufxe( LA 1uo& «om axnu




There is so much %o be said of our pioneers and those
who have lived in our community. We can all only hope we can do our

share of good work and try to live up to the ideals of those same people.

By keeping in mind our motto " For Home and Country " we can atfain

muche. : Chelmsford has certainly made rapid progress during the
last five years. Since the installation of electricity and water many

new families have moved into town. ow there are different mationalitie;
living here. They represent every nation in the world,or nearly so:

Our organiZation can do much towards bringing those people towards better
understanding anfli friendship. So it is with hopes that we look for

a2 brighter future and growth of ourrlittle town of Chelmsford, 1t hardly

seems possible that nearly seventy years have elapsed since this place

was first inhabited,
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