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Fisto ri c ~e 5 earch ~a~er 

by .lO S C v V i t k 0 v ic h 
~hel Dsford , ntario . 

The irs t _ ion e e r san d ~ he II i s t 0 r~ 0 f C he l !il s lor d 

~he men who wo r ked on t he c onstruction of t he U.nadian ~ac ific 

rai lroad we r e t he first ~e o : le to CO De to t his )a rt of t he c ount r y . At 

about the sane time , i n tbe yea~ 1882 , the ~raser Lueber 00~.any becan 

o ~e rating l umbe r c am] s here . ~he Den em~l oyed by them were he ~t busy 

cuttint; do wn trees to .take t e l eGra p h l;ole s and tra ck ties for t he C _.:, . 

~he so men we re bard Wo r ke rs. ~hey we r e known a s lumbor- jacks because 

they were ex le ri enced i n t hat trade . : referring the r ou~h l ife in t he 

woods,some of t hem c hose to settle on homesteads in this va ci nity . Be-

fore any farm inG c ou l d be done,t he ti mbo r had to be cut and t he brush 

cleared . C'hi s neant a l ot of work . =-oweve r t he~' were accuston ed to har d-

s hi )s nd went t o v;orlc lith c ou r a ge and · ... er s e ve r en ce . '.lith l OG S cu t off 

their l and ,t hey bu il t stu rdy 10C cabin s. '_hese hone s rlere rou ghl y made 

but they withstood the co d we ther & ue re c otfortab l e . 

In 188' ,'t he re '·e re about t ,"on t y families settled in thi s a.rea o 

Among the newcomo r s were t he esu it _riests \'iho he l ::ed the sett l e rs 'l i th 

s ·· i ri tua corr.f ort . ::':he eo~lo h~d been ac custo~ed to livi nc in large 

towns an d t first found the ~o ing v ery ha rd ;so t hey turned to the Goo d 

Jriests and found some mea sure of strencth in ~r yer . As there wa s no 
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c hu rch in t he . commun ity , mass bad to be s~i.id i n _, riva t e dwelling s bUit 

mostl y i n t he h ome of r o e l _ella t i e r . da t he r Ca r on s a i d t he first 

ma ss in Che l msford. , 'i'he home - maa.e a.lta r Vlas be a u ti u ll y d e c o r at ed 

wit h em broide r ed linen s wit h fr esh f lowe rs i n t he summ er. In winter 

t he se b u sy wo men,wh o we r e ex _ert at ma k i ng ; a e r flow e rs, na e lovel y 

artifici 1 flo .... , e rs of bri gh t h u e s (.; diff e r e nt desi Gns; so t ha.t t h e 

alt a r a l wa y s looke d nic e . Th r ee o f t he vill ag e women who did t ha t wo r k 

w e r e r: rs . D. SeGui11., l.. rs. Ra .:? ha e l Gr oulx and : rs. Clen ent Lethe . I n t ho se 

day s attendin mass was r ea l l y a s a c rifice b e cause of t he discomfo ~ts 

i n volv e d. Nai l oarrels , ( kcg s) with boards ov e r t he m served as ben c hes 

and the p eo p l e had to k nee l on rough floors . A blanl;:et hung across one 

wa ll s e rved a s confessional . 

'i'h e colony increas e d during the following y ea rs due to rich 

Nick e l de p osits found n earby . ~h e villa g e of Che l msford became a mu n ic ­

i palit y in 1890 . TI l zea r Be l ang er was the first merchant and had t he 

first ~ost office . According to records and the ~ari s h r eg ister,there 

were 76 fa mili e s he re by 1891 . 

~ r. Adol p he Hill wa s Chelm sfords first t e l e g ra ? h o p erator . 

He wa s a ls o t he f ir st station agent . ~r . H ill took part in a ll a c tiv ~ti e s 

when ab le to,and Wa s li k e d by everyone ~ or his g ood natu r e . il is many 

f ri ends were g rieved by his death ear l y in 1950 . 
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T he church has always p l ay ed a vit a l pa rt i n the lives 

of the p eo ple in this parish . It is interesting to not e ju st how much 

the early p ioneers thoug ht of it. Prior to 189I , the g overnme nt ha d 

given a p i e c e of land, to t he Ch el msford distri ct, on wh ic h a c a tholic 

church was to be construct e d . This l and did n ot s eem ideal for the 

pur p ose but a building was und e r construction when it was burned down . 

It was sus pected that someone had s et fire to it, but nothing could 

be found to p rove it . 

In 1891 a s mall c hurch was built in the vill a g e of Chel­

msford . It measur e d 46 ' by 60 ' . Th e c hurch bell was i n stalled and b l ess­

ed in 1894 . By 1908 this c hurch b e came much too sma ll to acco modate 

th e 294 fa milies; so a drive wa s begun to raise fu n ds for ~ new and 

larg er bui l ding . The p eo ple c o- op erated whole heartedl y o They subscribed 

the sum of ' 22 , 015 . (twenty - two thou sand and fift e en dollar s ) . Those 

who did not have money, gave t heir s pare time in haul ing ston e fro m 

the roc k de posits to t he new site . Approxi mat ely 52 5 cords of stone 

were haul ed and later us ed in the construction of the new church . The 

cont ract 'i as g iven to I.: r . J . :;'uinlan of Horth Bay , for the sum o f seven­

t een t housand , nine hundl'e d and ninety fi ve dolla 1'8 . T he corne l' st one 

was p laced mn June 2 3 rd . 1 912 . The new church was of f icially o p ened to 

th e pub l ic on Dec . 2nd . 913 . 
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Du~ing the tollowing years many changes werea made towards im-

proving and modernizing the interior and the exterior ot the ch~roh. 

In I937,Mr.Altred Faniel. a renouned Be~gian artist,from Montreal waS 

given a contract. He painted the piotures ot the saints on the ohurch 

wallS and oeiling. The 00101' Boheme harmonise4 beautitully with the 

lite-sise piotures,ot Our Lord' • . Lite, po*trated on the stained gla .. 

windowB. Mr.Faniel died in Februarl Of 1950 but bie beautitul work 

will always be a reminder . ot his gr~at talent. 

1947 marked three important events in the o~uro, h history. 

(I) It Was tiftl years slnqe tbe parish got its first resident priest. 

trom 1897 - 1947. 

(2) The final debtB of the churoh were paid ott in tUlle 

(3) On the 31st dal of August.1947,a S'undaY1 ,the Euoharistl0 Congress 

ot the D100.se took plaoe in Chelmstord. 

There have been two protestant ohurohes In Chelmstor4 at one 

tlme,as manl ot the earl, pioneers were ot English origin. The Baptist 

Churoh burned down in the year 1909. The Anglioan Churoh waS built on 

Errington Street,South, Just where DUVal had hiB bakery. When the maJ-

oritl ot English people moved aWal,this ohuroh broke up and the bulld-

lng WaS later .old and torn down. 

Sinoe then, there haS been onll one ohuroh in town, the St. 

Josephl, CatholiO Churoh. It is one ot the nicest ohurohes in the "lst-
-

riot and w. oan trull be proud of it. 
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Che l msford became incorp orated in 1901 . ~ he first m~yor 

of this town wa s Ra p hae l Groulx . l :r . Groul x \7aS very fond of Llus i c a lid 

acted as choir 1:1aster in St .Jose pH ' s Church . He also organized 'a musi c 

band of whi c h his s ons were members . Th ey play e d at many ~f the com-

munity danc es . On e of his sons Louis is chmir maste r in the same church . 

Another son Ledo r or _ olande teaches sc hoo l in Chel;nsford and g ives 

musi c lessons o 

The cannon which s~ands on the front l awn of the rectory 

or p riests residen c e has quite a history . It h d been used in the 

l a pineau lar, ] rotecting the Church of s t • .clusta.che,in ",uebec,during 

its b omb a rd.men t. It wa s b rouBh t fro m ",uebec City by Doct or Gagne who 

was the first doctor to set up medical p ractice in Chel msfo r d. He died 

in 1906 ; so the cannon was donated to the c hurc h by a friend 0:13 his 

L re ':lil iam Chouinard . ' ' 

L.en tion should be made re garding two well lCl1oV"rn men who 

~~ 
passed away r e cen tl y . '.r. l:u ghie Gratton ' ilG ld t he p osition of p ost 

master of Chel msford for twent y-five year s . He he ld office s mayor .' 

town clerk ,1'1e rch nt and wa s one of the !Jost r (e nt canvasers during 

the selli ng of the vict ory war bonds. ~.r . G ratton was res } ecte d and 

like d by everyone in the community and district . Doctor 3 0dol p he 

TanbUaY:L~shed a p ractice in Chelr.1 sford in 1920. He re ma ined 

here for four years Lak ing ra id p ro g r e ss a s a Gene ral p ractitioner . 

:;ie c oved. to ";udbury in I924 . and be ca n e a p ron inent surg eon. 
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~he re is so mu ch to be said of our ~ionee rs and those 

who h V B lived in our commun ity . Je can all only ho_e we can do our 

share of g ood work and try to liv e ur to the idea ls of t ho s e same pe o? le . 

By keep inG in r.! inc" our mott o" .l.;'or I: ome and Country II we can attain 

t.1UC h . Che l nsfo rd h s cert· inly made ra ~ id ;rog r e ss durinG the 

l ast five years . a ine e t he installation of e l e ctricity and wate r Lany 

new families have ~ oved into town. ~ow there are different nati ona iti es 

iving here. '_hey re l' resent every nation in the wo rld, or nearly so . 

Ou r organ ization can do much towa rds bringing those peO . le to~~rds better 

understanding and fri ends hi p . So it is with ho ;e s that we lo ok for 

a brighter futur e and g rowth of our litt e town of Che l msford o It h~ rdly 

s e ems ::. ossib le that nearly s e venty yea rs b ve el :s ed since thi s p l ace 

\~ S f ir s tin he. bit e do 
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